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The Power Cost Adjustment 
(PCA) for June 2017 is $0.01191/
kWh or $11.91 per 1,000 
kilowatt-hours. 

The PCA was implemented 
in 2002 to cover only the 
increase (or decrease) in power 
costs (over and above 7¢/kWh) 
charged to us by our wholesale 
power supplier Kansas Electric 
Power Cooperative (KEPCo) in 
Topeka. The PCA varies each 
month depending on the whole-
sale charges from KEPCo, and is 
a fl ow-through.

FROM THE MANAGER

Allen Zadorozny

Save with the Peak Control Program
For the next four 
months, we are 
asking you to 
participate in the 
“Peak Control” 
program. This 
voluntary pro-
gram can help 
hold down the 
wholesale power 

costs incurred by the cooperative. 
This, in turn, means lower costs for 
you, our member.

The peak demand for electricity 

recorded in July and August drives a 
major part of the wholesale power 
billing process for the eight o� -peak 
months that follow, October through 
May. The lower the peak demand reg-
istered, the lower demand charges will 
be. Keeping the peak demand low in 
June and September is also important.

Please take time to review the 
key parts of Peak Control below. Con-
tact me at 758-2261 or 800-310-8911 
if you have any questions. Thank you 
for your participation in this program.

Allen A. Zadorozny, Manager

Frequently Asked Questions about Peak Control
What is Peak Control?
Peak Control is a voluntary program in which 
our cooperative members can participate to 
hold down electricity costs.

How Can I Participate?
You can participate by voluntarily reduc-
ing your use of electric equipment and 
appliances that require larger amounts of 
electricity.

When Do I Need to Participate in Peak 
Control?
During the hours of 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. every 
weekday from June 1 through September 
30. The actual peak demand for June, July, 
August and September is the billing demand 
for each respective month. Special emphasis 
is placed during July and August, as the peak 
electricity demand registered by Caney 
Valley during those two months drives 

the electricity billings from our wholesale 
supplier for the following eight months, 
October through May. Be especially careful 
when using large amounts of electricity on 
days to be forecasted above 90 degrees; 
these are the days when 
peak demands usually 
occur. 

How Do I Benefi t 
from Taking Part in 
Peak Control?
By helping hold the line for 
the kW demand charges on Caney Valley’s 
wholesale electric bill, you will also limit 
the amount of the resulting power cost 
adjustment (PCA) charges added to your 
electric bill.

Please contact our o�  ce for 
any questions you may have about 
the Peak Control program.
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The Dangers of Electric Shock Drowning
Despite being categorized as leisure 
activities, swimming and boating can 
quickly become dangerous. While 
water-safety behaviors such as wearing 
life jackets and maintaining safe boat-
ing speeds have become common-
place, a serious hazard remains that 
is often overlooked. This silent killer, 
classifi ed as electric shock drowning, 
occurs in fresh water when a typi-
cally low level alternating current (AC) 
passes through the body, which causes 
muscular paralysis and eventually leads 
to drowning. 

Electrical Safety Foundation Inter-
national president Brett Brenner said, 
“Although there are reported incidents 
every year, there is a lack of awareness 
about the dangers of electric shock 
drowning.” A 21-year-old Illinois man 
died in 2015 when touching a dock lad-
der at the Lake of the Ozarks in Mis-
souri. Additionally, there were at least 
two fatalities in Kentucky in 2013, and 
a pair of deaths in both Missouri and 
Tennessee during the Fourth of July 
holiday in 2012. Further, electric shock 
drowning deaths are usually recorded 
as drowning because victims show 
no signs of burns, so many instances 
remain undocumented. 

While a lack of awareness persists 
about the dangers of electric shock 
drowning, positive strides are be-
ing taken to combat the problem. In 
Tennessee, state legislators passed 
the Noah Dean and Nate Act in 2014, 
which protects state residents from 
electric shock injuries and drown-
ing deaths near marinas and boat 
docks. The bill is named in memory of 
10-year-old Noah Dean Winstead and 
11-year-old Nate Lynam, who died from 
electrical injuries they su� ered on 
July 4, 2012, at a marina in Tennessee. 
Jessica Winstead, Noah Dean’s mother, 
was the driving force behind the bill 
as a result of her tireless crusade to 
prevent similar tragedies from occur-
ring. An inspection following the tragic 
incident found that the marina did not 
have ground fault circuit interrupters 
(GFCIs). 

Under the “Noah Dean and Nate 
Act,” Tennessee marinas must install 
ground fault protection, post notices 
about the danger of electrical leakage 
into waters surrounding a marina, and 
undergo a safety inspection conducted 
by the state fi re marshal between Jan. 
1, 2015, and Dec. 31, 2017, and every fi ve 
years thereafter. The law went into 
e� ect April 1, 2015. A similar law was 
passed in West Virginia in 2013 follow-

ing the death of Michael Cunning-
ham, three years after he passed 

away at the age of 15, as well 
as in Arkansas in 2012 after 

several electrocutions near 
docks there and in sur-
rounding states. 

The 2011 National 
Electrical Code address-
es the dangers in mari-
nas and boat yards by 
requiring the main over-

current protective device 
to be GFCI-protected. 

However, this only applies to 
installations and inspections, 

which are recommended annually 
but not enforced. 

Protect yourself and your loved 
ones from the risk of electric shock 
drowning and common boat electrical 
hazards with these tips from Electrical 
Safety Foundation International (ESFI).
Don’t swim near docks. Avoid enter-

ing the water when launching or 
loading your boat. 

Always maintain a distance of at 
least 10 feet between your boat and 
nearby power lines.

 If you feel a tingle while swimming, 
the water may be electrifi ed. Get 
out as soon as possible avoiding the 
use of metal objects such as ladders. 

Have your boat’s electrical sys-
tem inspected and upgraded by a 
certifi ed marine electrician who is 
familiar with National Fire Protection 
Association Codes: NFPA 303 and 
NFPA 70. 

Have GFCIs installed on your boat 
and test them once a month.

Consider having Equipment Leakage 
Circuit Interrupters (ELCI) installed 
on boats to protect nearby swim-
mers from potential electricity 
leakage into water surrounding your 
boat.

Only use shore or marine power 
cords, plugs, receptacles and exten-
sion cords that have been tested by 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Ca-
nadian Standards Association (CSA) 
or Intertek (ETL). 

Never use cords that are frayed 
or damaged or that have had the 
prongs removed or altered. 

Never stand or swim in water when 
turning o�  electrical devices or 
switches. 

Electric shock drowning can also oc-
cur in swimming pools, hot tubs, and 
spas. Have an electrician inspect and 
upgrade your pool, spa, or hot tub 
in accordance with applicable local 
codes and the National Electrical 
Code (NEC).

For ESFI’s complete collection of 
boating and marina safety resources, 
visit www.esfi .org. 
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Scheduled Summer Right-of -Way Maintenance
As part of the cooperative’s ongo-
ing program to control harmful 
vegetation near our power lines, 
we have contracted with Poor Boy 
Tree Service, Inc. of Fairplay, Mis-
souri, to apply herbicide along our 
rights-of-way in 2017. The lines in the 
Silverdale, Tisdale, Dexter, Burden, 
Atlanta, Cambridge and Latham areas 

in Cowley County are scheduled to be covered over the 
next few months.

Poor Boy’s two-man crew will apply high-volume 
foliar spray herbicide directly to small trees, saplings, 
and harmful re-growth that has occurred since the lines 
were cleared by tree cutting. They will use the minimum 

amount of herbicide judged to be e� ective and will 
target specifi c plants that pose a hazard to the electric 
system. You should expect to see their pickup and/or 
ATV with spray equipment working along the rights-of-
way under Caney Valley’s electric lines.

Trees continue to pose the greatest physical obstacle 
to providing economical and reliable electric power to the 
consumers on Caney Valley’s system. The problems caused 
by trees and the costs of controlling them are born by all 
of our members collectively. We appreciate your sup-
port of the cooperative’s e� orts to reduce tree-related 
problems in a fair and cost-e� ective manner. If you have 
any questions about our spraying or line clearing activities, 
please call us at 800-310-8911 or 620-758-2262.

Craig Lampson, Line Superintendent

You Have the Power with Smart Home Technologies
1Smart Hub/Bridge 

If you are looking to make your home 
smart without having to hire a company to 
install an interconnected system, then an 
internet-connected smart hub is the fi rst 
thing you’ll need. A smart hub will allow 
you to control all your smart devices from 
one app by acting as a middle man that 
facilitates communications between all your 
smart home devices. 

2Smart Lighting
Like most items in a smart home, smart 

lighting can be controlled with a few swipes 
of a smart phone app. But smart lighting is 
more than just convenient. Smart light bulbs 
are more energy e�  cient than standard 
incandescent bulbs. Some bulbs use GPS 
on your phone to determine your location, 
and can turn on or o�  depending on where 
you are located. Some bulbs are even voice 
controlled. 

3Smart Blinds
Smart blinds can be useful for those 

who have tall, hard-to-reach windows; for 
those who have di�  culty moving around 
the house; or for those who simply want to 
smarten their home. Smart blinds allow you 
to schedule your blinds to open and close 
during certain times of day—a bonus 
if you are trying to be energy e�  -
cient—or control them via an app. 

4Smart Locks
Smart locks allow you and anyone else 

you wish to enter your home with ease. 
Some smart locks let you open your doors 
with your cell phone. Some let you see who 
is coming and going while you are out of 
the house. Some even allow you to assign 
security privileges to certain people.

5Smart Thermostat
A smart thermostat is a great 

way to keep your home 
smart and energy 
e�  cient. Many smart 
thermostats can learn 
your heating and cooling 
behavior and will auto-
schedule based on your 
preferences. 

6Smart Cooking Appliances
Smart cooking appliances, like smokers, 

allow you to cook a perfect meal away from 
home, without burning the house down. 
Wi-Fi technology makes these cooking appli-
ances smart.
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Statement of 
Nondiscrimination
This institution is an equal op-
portunity provider and employer. 
If you wish to fi le a Civil Rights 
program complaint of discrimi-
nation, complete the USDA Pro-
gram Discrimination Complaint 
Form found online at www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint_fi ling_cust.
html or at any USDA o�  ce, or 
call 866-632-9992 to request the 
form. You may also write a letter 
containing all of the informa-
tion requested in the form. 
Send your completed complaint 
form or letter to us by mail at 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Director, O�  ce of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, 
by fax 202-690-7442 or email at 
program.intake@usda.gov.

Caney Valley’s Operating Statistics

For Month Ending March 2017 March 2016

Meters Billed 5,385 5,383

kWh’s Purchased 4,937,284 4,911,134

Cost per kWh $ 0.07739 $ 0.07617

kWh Sold 4,322,778 4,644,400

Total Revenue $  629,583 $  662,404 

Purchased Power $  382,529 $  374,564 

Operating Expenses $  240,549 $  190,943 

Depreciation 
Expenses $  64,930 $  63,789 

Interest Expenses $  38,771 $  38,573 

Other Expenses $  575 $  100 

Operating Margins $  (97,771) $  (5,565)

Non-Operating 
Margins $  53,157 $  56,923 

Total Margins $  (44,614) $  51,357 

Margins Year-to-Date $  120,167 $  139,191 

Outages for April 2017
Occasionally, a part or parts of the delivery system fail and an outage occurs. Listed below are 
the larger outages that occurred in April 2017.

Date Area Members 
A� ected Duration Cause

4/4 Sedan substation 1530 1 hr Storm - poles down

4/4 Peru area 25 5 hrs Storm - poles down

4/4 Chautauqua substation 865 2 hrs Storm - poles down

4/4 Phillips substation 166 50 min Storm - Westar o� 

4/4 Cedar Vale substation 716 50 min Storm - Westar o� 

4/4 NE of Cedar Vale 30 2 hrs Storm

4/4 North of K38 25 2 hrs Storm

4/11 Grenola substation 430 1 hr Westar o�  - fi re

4/16 North of Cedar Vale 25 3 hr 30 min Phase down on crossarm

4/20 North of Grenola 44 2 hr 40 min Tree through line

When the power goes out, so 
do Caney Valley Electric’s line 
crews. Lineworkers are the fi rst 
to respond after an outage oc-
curs, and they work tirelessly to 
restore power to the communi-
ties we serve. 

If you’re traveling and see 
one of our crews on the side 
of the road, we kindly ask that 
you move over if possible and 
give them a little extra space to 
work. We deeply care about the 
safety of all, and this precaution 
ensures just that.

If you approach a crew 
while traveling on a two-lane 
road, moving over to the next 
lane might not be an option. In 
this case, we simply ask that you 
slow down when approaching 
roadside crews. 

If you approach a crew 
while traveling on a four-lane 
road and safety and tra�  c con-
ditions allow, we ask that you 
move over into the far lane. 

Utility crews aren’t the only 
ones who could use the extra 
space. Emergency responders, 
such as police o�  cers, fi refi ght-
ers and emergency medical 
technicians, often fi nd them-
selves responding to emergency 
situations near busy roadways. 

We ask that you follow the 
same procedures mentioned 
above to help keep these crews 

safe. 
There’s plenty of room 

for all. Let’s work 
together to keep 

everyone safe 
on our local 

road-
ways. 

Please Make Room 
for Emergency and 
Utility Crews

Tip of the Month
Periodically inspect your dryer vent to ensure it’s not blocked. This will 
save energy and may prevent a fi re. Manufacturers recommend using rigid 
venting material, not plastic vents that may collapse and cause blockages. 
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