


Mark Your

Calendar

Make plans to attend the coop-
erative’s Annual Meeting Tuesday,
May 5, at the Cedar Vale School
gymnasium. A free hamburger
supper will be served from 5:30
to 7 p.m. for members and their
families. Musical entertainment will
be provided
during the
supper and
member
registration
process.
Reg-

istration

favors,
including an
electric bill discount certificate,
will be given along with chances
to win one of many attendance
drawing prizes.

The meeting will include busi-
ness reports about your coopera-
tive’s operations and financial con-
dition, as well as electing members
to the board of trustees.

Happy Mother’s Day

Caney Valley
Electric would
like to wish all
mothers a happy
Mother's Day on
May 10.

Holiday Closing May 25

In observance of
Memorial Day
Caney Valley
Electric office
will be closed on
Monday, May 25.
|
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Putting Safety First Th

It's May—and Caney Valley
Electric Cooperative is celebrat-
ing National Electrical Safety
Month. While safety for our
members is the top priority
year-round, Electrical Safety
Month is a time to acknow!-
edge the importance of safety

excellence.

This year, we're focus-
ing on electrical safety in the
home. Electricity is the cause
of more than 140,000 fires each year,
resulting in approximately 500 deaths,
4,000 injuries and 1.6 billion in prop-
erty damage, according to Electrical
Safety Foundation International (ESFI).

There are many measures you
can take to ensure the safety of your
loved ones. Use these helpful tips
from ESFI to safeguard your home.

In the kitchen

» Vacuum refrigerator coils every
three months to eliminate dirt
buildup that can reduce efficiency
and create fire hazards.

» Ensure all countertop appliances are
located away from the sink.

» All appliance cords should be
placed away from hot surfaces. Pay
particular attention to cords around
toasters, ovens and ranges. Cords
can be damaged by excess heat.

» The top and the area above the
cooking range should be free of
combustibles, such as potholders
and plastic utensils. Storing these
items on or near the range may
result in fires or burns.

Light the way to safety

» The wattage of the bulbs you use in
your home should match the watt-
age indicated on the light fixture.
Overheated fixtures can lead to a
fire.

» Check lamp cords to make sure
they are in good condition—not

N\

damaged or cracked. Do not
attempt to repair damaged cords
yourself. Take any item with a dam-
aged power cord to an authorized
repair center.

» Extension cords should not be used
to provide power on a long-term
or permanent basis. Have additional
receptacles installed by a profes-
sional to provide power where
needed.

Be prepared

> Nearly two-thirds of fire deaths
result from fires in homes with-
out working smoke alarms. Smoke
alarms should be located on every
level of your home, inside each
bedroom and outside each sleeping
area.

» Test smoke alarms every month.
Batteries should be replaced at
least once a year—or sooner if indi-
cated in the manufacturers’ instruc-
tions. All smoke alarms should be
replaced at least every 10 years.

» Talk to your family about an emer-
gency plan in the event of a fire in
your home. If you have small chil-
dren, include them in planning an
emergency escape route—they are
more likely to remember the plan if
they're involved in creating it.

Electrical safety awareness and
education can save lives. For more
tips and information about electrical
safety, visit www.esfi.org.



is Month & Throughout the Year
Natlonal Electrical Safety Month-Daily Tips

Little ones should always ask an adult for
help when plugglng or removing cords
from an outlet.

Bulb wattage matters! Light bulbs with
wattages that are too high for the light
fixture can overheat the fixture, causing a
fire hazard. (ESF)

Do you have little ones in the home? Make
sure your loved ones,éfe protected by
installing tamperjreéistant receptacles. (Oc-
cupational Safgty and Health Admin)

. Surge protect’brs for cable and phone jacks
provide prétectlon for your computer
modem, TV and phone. (ESFI)

Entertamment centers and computer

equipment are pricey items for the home!
Make sure to leave plenty of space around
these items for proper ventilation. (OSHA)

. Working outdoors? Play it safe and use a
wooden or fiberglass ladder. Remember
to keep a minimum of 10 feet between
the ladder and power lines. (National Fire
Protection Association)

NEVER touch anyone or anything that’ in
contact with a downed power line! Power
lines may be live, soit’s best to stay a safe
distance away. (NFPA)

. Smoke detecjcdi's in your home should be
tested every month to ensure they are
properly/\?\'/orking. ()]

Never place extension cords in high traffic ; )

areas, under carpets or across walkways,
where they pose a potential tripping
hazard. (OSHA)

. Using a window A/C unit? Before installa-
tion, make sure the electrical circuit and
the outlet are able to handle the load.
Large units should have their own separate
electrical circuit so the system is not
overloaded.

. When you'e cooking up-a storm in the
kitchen, remember to set a timer to
remind yourself to check on food that is
simmering or in the oven. Always double

check to make sure burners and appl{ances
are turned off when you're done. (ESFI)*.

. How well do you know your home’s

electrical system? Make a map showing
which fuse or circuit breaker controls each
switch, light or outlet. (ESFI)

. Smoke detectors should be installed in

every bedroom, outside of each sleeping
area and on every level of your home.
(ESFI)

. If you're working outdoors ina damp .
,,,,ff"'locatlon inspect all electrical cords and
/" equipment being used. Make sure they are

in good condition and free of defects-and
remember to use a ground-fault circuit
interrupter (GFCI) if possible. (OSHA)

. Recurring tripped circuit breakers \‘Or‘:mul-

tiple blown fuses? This can signify a §érious
and dangerous electrical problem! Contact
a licensed electrician immediately. ‘

. Lamps are great accents for our homes—

make sure to place them on level surfaces,
away from items that are flammable.
(NFPA)

. Flickering or dimming lights? This could

mean bigger problems ahead. Contact a

wiring.

,,,.f'"/Frayed or damaged extension cords are

dangerous and should never be used.
Damage to the cord can expose wires and
cause fire and shock hazards.

. Do you have a wobbling ceiling fan7 This

can wear out the fan’s motor over time.
Turn off the fan and tighten the screws to
correct the problem. ‘

. Power strips are great-but relying on them
too much can be a problem! You may
need to install more outlets in your home.
Call a qualified electrician for help. (ESFI)

. Any time you see an overhead power line—

you should assume the line is energized,
even if the wire is down or appears to be
insulated.

qualified electrician to check your homes

22. For outdoor equipment, use lighting and

power tools that have the label of an in-
dependent test laboratory, and make sure
they're made for outdoor use. (NEPA)

23. Flying a kite is great for outdoor fun! But
. remember to always be mindful of over-.
* head power lines. (Safe Electricity)

4,/Never throw water on an electrical fire!
" This may seem obvious, but in the heat of

the moment, grabbing a bucket of water
to extinguish the fire can be tempting. Use
your chemical fire extingqis’"her instead.
(Popular Mechanics)

. Install light bulbs with extended lifespans

in hard-to-reach locations to limit the
number of times you have to climb a lad-
der, move furniture or otherwise engage in
potentially dangerous activities. (ESFI)

. Remember: Power strips and surge sup-

pressors do not provide more power to
a location, only more access to the same

" limited capacity of the circuit into which it
i is connected. (ESFI) :

. All switches and lighting equipment - '

' should bear the mark of a nationally

recognized testing laboratory such'as UL,
Intertek, or CSA. (ESFI)

. When cooking in the kitch/eri;/remember

to keep appliance cords/,aWay from hot
surfaces like the oven,,,rénge or toaster.
(ESFI)

. DIY project for t“he"hgme? Always turn

off the power to the circuit that you plan
to work on by switching off the circuit
breaker in the main service panel.

. Use covers on outdoor power outlets, es-

pecially near swimming pools. Keep cords
and electrical devices away from the water,

~ and never handle electrical items before
" you've dried off. (ESFI) J
. When using a portable generator, make

sure the extension cords used are rated for
the load, are free of cuts or frays and have
three-pronged plugs. (ESFI)
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Pavment Due Outages for March 2015
y Occasionally, a part or parts of the delivery system fail and an outage occurs. Listed below are

Date C han ge the larger outages that occurred in March 2015.

The Board of Trustees has set the

3/12 Eastern 2/3 of system (5 substati 4134 25 mi Westar off
payment due date to the 10th / astern '/ of system (5 substations) h mln. ' '
of the month following the bill 3/20  Maple City area 40 4 hr10 min  Bad capacitor on line

3/25  Niotaze area 225 Thr5min  Squirrel on line

date. This applies to services hav-
ing automated meters installed.

Services that do not yet have Avoid Utility Scams

automated meters will continue

with current billing date and due Utlllty Scams Spread ACI’OSS the Natlon

date routines.

An increase in reported utility scams mation; never pay your bills with
nationwide involves callers claiming to information that is not your own.
S i represent utility companies, demand- > If you receive

RS .|nst|tut|on is an equal opportunlty ing payment for a past-due balance a call claiming to be your utility
prowdetrvanc.i employer. If you W'S.h e through a prepaid card and threaten- company and feel pressured for
ﬁ!e a C|~v|l Rights program complaint of ing to shut off service if payment is immediate payment or personal in-
dlhscri‘ml'nati‘on, complejce the USDA Program not received. formation, hang up the phone and
DlsFrlmlnatlon Complaint Form founfj This is an attempt at fraud. Some call the customer service number
or?llne el ST T AT of the attempts have included emails on your utility bill.
Ml gzl o a2 ey LD s, @ and phone calls. Caney Valley Electric ~ » Share this informa-
call 866_632_999? to request the form. discourages members from provid- tion with friends and family so they
You me?y also wrlte a letter cqntammg all ing personal, confidential information do not become victims. The elderly
drt e requestedhln Sl to any unknown party. Please report are common victims of this type of
e o comple.ted ] i O suspicious calls or other types of con- scam, but anyone who pays a utility
et o U Ly ez i LS, Dl tact not generated by Caney Valley bill is a potential victim.

of Agriculture, Director, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax
202-690-7442 or email at program.intake®
usda.gov.

Electric representatives to your local
police department or Federal Trade
Commission.

How to Avoid Falling for Scams:

Caney Valley’s Operating Statistics Never pro-

For Month Ending Feb 2015 | Feb 2014 vide your Social Security number,

Meters Billed 5498 5573 credit card number, utility account
number or banking information

kWh's Purchased 6,125,834 6,344,551 >
to anyone requesting it
Cost per kWh $ 007044 §  0.07342
over the phone or at
kWh Sold 5,562,078 6,311,992 your home unless
Total Revenue $ 835218 & 534972 you initiated the
Purchased Power § 431,638 $ 465832 contact and feel
Operating Expenses $ 197,219 $ 189,506 confident with
Depreciation Expenses $ 57530 § 52,79 Whom youare
speaking.
Interest Expenses S 33586 $ 33,157 >
Other Expenses $ 100 $ 300
Operating Margins $ 115145 $ (206,619) Always
Non-operating Margins S 1,697 $ 1,700 pay your bills
Total Margins $ 116842 § (204,920) with your own
Margins Year-to-Date § U344 S (152224) personal infor-
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