





Remember to Use Caution When Burning

Each spring, all across Caney Valley
Electric’s service territory, members
prepare to burn pasture for the
upcoming spring grass season. When
burning, please be cautious around
electrical poles and equipment.
Burning or even scorching a pole
may compromise the integrity of
the structure.

Power poles are treated with
a protective coating that prevents
moisture from entering the core of
the pole and causing deterioration.
If a pole is scorched or blackened,
the protective coating is damaged.
Though it may appear as just a
discoloration or slight burn, this is,
in fact, damage to the pole. This
will significantly shorten the life of
a power pole. This pole may then
become a hazard and could cause
an outage.

Planning before burning can
also prevent unwanted costs to the
member. It is much cheaper to pre-
vent a pole from catching fire than
to pay for a new pole. Members
will be held liable for the replace-
ment cost of pole(s) and/or equip-
ment due to fire damage. This cost
may vary from $1,000 to more than
$2,000, depending on the structure
of the pole and equipment. It only
takes a little extra effort to prevent
pole damage and help control costs
for you and your cooperative.

Burning of pastures and ditches
does not have to result in the burn-
ing/scorching of power poles. Be-
fore burning, check to see if there
are power poles in the area. Clear
any vegetation/weeds within four
feet of the base of the pole, and
wet the base of the pole with water

Before burning, check the property for
electrical equipment and power poles to
avoid damage and potential outages.

before beginning to burn.

If the fire does get away from
you and a pole becomes engulfed
in flames, immediately call the fire
department and Caney Valley. Do
not spray water close to the con-
ductors! Water may cause a short
circuit, and you and/or firefighters
could be in the path of the current
and serious injury or death may
result.

Not reporting the damage may
cause a serious accident to happen
later. A pole that has been burned
through is likely to fall over. This
can leave the energized lines about
a foot off the ground. If a person
comes into contact with the line,
they most likely will be seriously
burned, or even killed. Your careful
consideration could save lives.

your air conditioner a much needed break.

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month

On Earth Day, April 22, give back to the environment by planting a deciduous tree near
your home. Deciduous trees lose their leaves during the fall, allowing sunlight to warm
your home. The extra shade during summer months will keep your home cooler and give

How to Start Saving
Energy & Money

3 Energy E ciency Tips

One way to celebrate Earth Day on April
22 is to make your home more energy
efficient. Here are three efficiency tips from
energy expert Brian Sloboda of the Nation-
al Rural Electric Cooperative Association:
Look around your home for
no-cost ways to be e cient.
Close the curtains in the summer and open
them in the winter. Turn off your comput-
ers overnight. Also turn off video game
consoles when they're not being used.
Better yet, keep them off and send the kids
outside to play baseball.
Look for small
steps you
can take and do-
it- yourself. Caulk
around drafty windows.
Check the attic for the
correct amount of insu-
lation. Switch to LED light
bulbs. Plant a deciduous tree
on the sunny side of your
house; in a few years the
leaves will cool your
home against the sun
in summer, then fall off
to warm it in the winter.
Update your old cable
TV boxes to a more efficient
Energy Star-rated cable box.
If you have a major appli-
ance—like a refrigera-
tor, washing machine or
dryer—that’s more than
10 years old, don’t keep
making repairs. Instead,
invest in a newer model
that will likely pay for itself with
energy savings in a few years. Before buying
any appliance, look for the Energy Star label
and learn to read it and compare products.
Call Caney Valley Electric
about energy-saving pro-
grams.We may be able to offer advice,
rebates or a home energy checkup. You
might be surprised to find out what's really
driving up your energy costs.
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Area Fifth Graders Participate in Co-op Month Poster Contest

In honor of National Cooperative Month, Caney Valley =
Electric again invited area fifth graders to participate in g} ) ﬁjﬁf ﬁ,@ 1ok da¥e o :,';;x St

an electrical safety poster contest.
Students were asked to submit original drawings

or posters that depicted some area of electrical safety.
The posters were judged by a three-person committee,
and one winner from each school won $25. (The winning
posters were printed in last month’s Kansas Country
Living.) Included this month are posters submitted by
Cedar Vale Elementary students LEVI BLISS and REMING-
TON DENNIS and Elk Valley Elementary Student TAYLOR

REID.

Thank you to all the students who participated.

Students’ posters listed clockwise from top: Levi Bliss, Taylor
Reid and Remington Dennis.

Caney Valley’s Operating Statistics

For Month Ending Jan. 2016 | Jan.2015
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Meters Billed 5,410 5,549
kWh'’s Purchased 6,145,237 6,510,487
Cost per kWh $ 007126 $  0.06819
kWh Sold 5,134,975 5,562,078
Total Revenue $ 753987 S 793,924
Purchased Power S 437876 S 443271
Operating Expenses S 208924 S 122,368
Depreciation Expenses S 63346 S 57433
Interest Expenses S 38357 & 45611
Other Expenses $ 30 9§ 500
Operating Margins S 5164 S 12474
Non-operating Margins S 1,847 § 1,858
Total Margins $ 701§ 126599
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Statement of Nondiscrimination

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil
Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form found online at www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html or at any
USDA office, or call 866-632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter contain-
ing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or
letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax 202-690-7442 or email at
program.intake@usda.gov.

Outages for February 2016

Occasionally, a part or parts of the delivery system fail and an outage occurs. Listed below are

the larger outages that occurred in February 2016

Members

2/4  Caney Substation Thr45min  Scheduled to replace bypass switch in sub

2/18  SW of Dexter 25 Thr10 min  Westar-lost pole in high winds



